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ARKANSAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
BY-LAWS 


ARTICLE 1 
Meetings 


Section 1. There shall be held an 
annual meeting of this Association 
at the time and placed determined by 
the Executive Board, except as pro- 
vided in sections two and three fol- 
lowing. 


Section 2. The time and place of 
every second meeting of the Associa- 
tion may coincide with the biennial 
meeting of the Southwestern Library 
Association, by action of the Execu- 
tive Board. 


Section 3. In times of emergency 
or other unusual mitigating circum- 
stances an annual meeting may be 
cancelled or discontinued for one or 


more years by vote of the Executive 
Board or by mail ballot of the mem- 
bership. 


Section 4. Special meetings of the 
Association may be called by the Ex- 
ecutive Board, and must be called by 
the president upon the written re- 
quest or petition of twenty-five active 
members of the Association. Only 
business specified in the call for the 
meeting may be transacted. 


Section 5. A notice for each reg- 
ular and special meeting shall be 
mailed to each member of the Asso- 
ciation at least thirty days before the 
time of the meeting. In the case of 
special meetings, this notice shall 
specify the object for which it is 
called. 


MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN, JULY, 1950 


Congratulations to the Member- 
ship Committee on their splendid 
work in securing members for the 
Arkansas Library Association. Miss 
Annie May Alston, librarian, Hard- 
ing College, is chairman of the com- 
mittee which includes Miss Treva 
Duncan, Miss Lucile Lucas, Mr. Carl 
E. Ott, Mrs. I. C. Oxner, Mrs. Marie 
Pinckney and Mrs. D. L. Purkins. 


Membership of the Association, 


July 1, 1950 

College Librarians usted 
High School Librarians _____. 86 
County Librarians __...._______. 32 
Public Librarians _..________. 19 
. EEE 60 
Others sical tadgedbcsiadsesteatcene: 
EN 

260 


Miss Alston is in Chicago attending 
the summer session of the University 
of Chicago. During Miss Alston’s ab- 
sence please send your membership 
dues to Mrs. Marie Pinckney, Secre- 
tary of the Membership Committee, 
at 50614 Center Street, Little Rock, 
Arkansas. A directory of the mem- 
bership of the Arkansas Library As- 
sociation is being planned for the 
October issue of ARKANSAS LI- 
BRARIES. Remember that the di- 
rectory will be a handy thing to have 
with you at the annual meeting. 
Pages will be provided for your notes. 
Be sure to send the correct spelling 
of your name and address, and the 
title of your position to Mrs. Pinck- 
ney when you send your dues. 
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DATES AND PLANS FOR OUR ANNUAL MEETING 


The Committee on local arrange- 
ments and registration of the Ark- 
ansas Library Association met June 
1, 1950, to plan for the annual meet- 
ing of the Arkansas Library Associa- 
tion. It was agreed that the tentative 
date set by the Executive Board for 
Thursday and Friday, October 19 and 
20, would be a convenient time for 
the meeting. 


The following arrangements were 
made: General meetings will be held 


in the Continental Room of the Hotel 
Marion. A dinner will be served on 
Thursday evening, October 19th, at 
$3.00 per plate. On Friday noon a 
luncheon meeting, at $1.75 per plate. 
Any group so desiring can have a 
breakfast served at $1.00 per plate. 


Registration will start at 9:30 a. m., 
Thursday, October 19th, in the lobby 
of the Hotel Marion. 


HISTORY OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY OF 
JONESBORO AND CRAIGHEAD COUNTY 


By Miss Elizabeth Malone 


In 1935 a woman alert to the urgent 
need for books in the rural schools of 
Craighead County used her own car 
and went from door to door asking 
and getting books that could be sent 
to these schools. By her interest and 
determination to provide books, Miss 
Annie Camp, principal of Jonesboro 
Junior High School, enlisted the help 
of the County Supervisor of Educa- 
tion and others. Soon they had col- 
lected several hundred books. Space 
was given in the law library in the 
Court House where the books were 
housed and packed in boxes made by 
the Works Progress Administration, 
and sent to the county schools. The 
Jonesboro branch of the American 
Association of University Women 
became interested and assisted in the 
library project begun by Miss Camp. 
From this small beginning grew the 
Public Library of Jonesboro and 
Craighead County which is today 
serving the entire county from its 
headquarters library in Jonesboro, 
three community branches in Mo- 
nette. Lake City and Nettleton, and 
traveling library service to all schools 
of the county. 


In February, 1936, the library be- 
came a project of the Federal Works 


Progress Administration with a paid 
library clerk in charge. Up to this 
time the chief object of the small 
library had been to serve rural 
schools, but after the WPA assumed 
the operation, books were made 
available without cost to all citizens 
of the county. By May, 1936, the li- 
brary had a book stock of 1,172 with 
a circulation of 879 to the 479 reg- 
istered borrowers. 


The Craighead County Library As- 
sociation was organized and two of 
its active members, Mrs. Almon 
Faught and Miss Helen Heinemann, 
invited John Gould Fletcher, Ark- 
ansas’ outstanding poet, to Jonesboro 
to give an evening of his poems for 
the benefit of the library fund. Mr. 
Fletcher came and, without accepting 
any remuneration, gave his time and 
service for this worthy cause. 


In November, 1938, the Craighead 
County Quorum Court made its first 
appropriation for the County Li- 
brary. This first appropriation was 
$200.00. The American Association 
of University Women continued its 
interest and support by bringing the 
Ted Swan Dancers to Jonesboro for 
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a program, and by putting on puppet 
shows directed by Mrs. Tom Burress. 


Although the WPA library service 
was inadequate and the workers un- 
trained, the job was done well enough 
to interest more people in finding a 
way to enlarge and improve the li- 
brary. In September, 1939, Mr. 
Charles Rawlinson, then Executive 
Secretary of the Arkansas Library 
Commission, came to Jonesboro to 
meet with those interested citizens 
and to explain to them the method 
whereby Craighead County could ob- 
tain state aid for the establishment 
and maintenance of a county library. 
By November, plans were completed; 
the County Court voted a $600 ap- 
propriation for the library and school 
districts gave the balance needed to 
meet the state’s requirements. By 
January, 1940, the Craighead County 
Library was established and a con- 
tract signed with the State Library 
Commission. According to the terms 
of this contract the library was to 
receive $11,114 before July, 1941, for 
books and magazines and $930 for 
personnel salary of a trained libra- 
rian; a county library board was or- 
ganized with Oscar Wyatt, Bono, 
president; Norris Webb, Monette, 
vice-president; Eleanor Derrick, 
Jonesboro, acting secretary; J. R. 
Gregson, Jonesboro, treasurer; 
Charles Frierson, Jr., Jonesboro, 
Claude Gregory, Cash, and M. L. 
Bearden, Lake City. The Board 
elected Miss Elizabeth Malone to 
serve as librarian. 


On January 15, 1940, Miss Malone, 
who had been an assistant in the 
Juvenile Department of Cossitt Li- 
brary, Memphis, Tennessee, for two 
years and a half, and Mrs. Carroll 
Bishop, Executive Secretary of the 
Arkansas Library Commission, were 
in Jonesboro to set up the new library 
in the law library room of the Court 
House. Mrs. Bishop gave her assis- 
tance in arranging the new library, 
ordering books and locating branch 
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libraries over the county. By the 
first of February, branch libraries 
had been established at Bay, Egypt 
and Bono, and by the last of the 
month there were branches at Nettle- 
ton, Brookland, Monette and Cara- 


way. The local boards provided 
housing for the branches and the li- 
brary clerk in charge of each branch 
was paid by the WPA. By the end 
of this first year there were twelve 
branch libraries in the county and an 
active Friends of the Library Asso- 
ciation had been organized. 


Early in 1941 Jonesboro began a 
movement to vote a one-mill city li- 
brary tax looking forward to the time 
when the Jonesboro Public Library, 
a membership organization, and the 
county library would be merged into 
one library. On April 1, 1941, this 
tax was passed and plans were be- 
gun immediately for the merger of 
the two libraries. By August, plans 
were completed and the libraries 
merged into the Public Library of 
Jonesboro and Craighead County. 
The county library moved from its 
location in the Court House to the 
five-room building owned by the 
Jonesboro Civic League (sponsors of 
the city library), and leased to the 
city for as long as a library was in 
operation there. 


The building was remodeled and, 
when the library was opened to the 
public, the 11,000 books of the com- 
bined collections were made avail- 
able to all citizens with no charge for 
the service. The card catalog stood 
in the entrance hall; there was also 
a circulation room; an adult reading 
room and reference nook; a children’s 
room; stack room; and work room 
and office combined. The staff was 
composed of Miss Malone, head li- 
brarian, Mrs. Mary Neely and Miss 
Louise Gill, assistants. Miss Gill was 
employed by WPA until 1943 when 
the WPA withdrew its financial aid, 
and the city division of the library 
board assumed payment of her salary 
as well as Mrs. Neely’s. 











When the WPA withdrew salary 
funds for the library clerks in the 
branches in 1943, the towns were 
asked to pay the salaries and the 
school districts were asked to con- 
tribute as much as ten cents per 
pupil enrollment to the support of 
the library. Monette, Nettleton, Lake 
City, Egypt and Cash arranged to 
carry on and kept their branches open 
part-time. Most of the school dis- 
tricts paid the requested amount and 
the County Court raised its appro- 
priation from $600 to $800 for the 
year. 


In 1944 our county joined with the 
Arkansas Library Commission in an 
effort to pass an amendment to the 
state constitution which would per- 
mit counties to vote a one-mill li- 
brary tax. An outstanding project 
of the year was the establishment of 
a branch library in the Booker T. 
Washington School for the use of the 
Negro citizens. The County Court 
raised its appropriation to $1750. 


In 1945 the library had community 
branches in Monette, Lake City, Net- 
tleton and Otwell, each receiving 
$5.00 a month from the County Di- 
vision of the Board for salaries; 
school branches at Bay, Black Oak, 
Bono, Brookland, Caraway, Cash and 
Valley View in charge of a teacher- 
librarian and student assistants; and 
station libraries at Caraway and 
Fifty-six. During this year the head- 
quarters library was redecorated. 


Our county was one of the eight 
in which the amendment to the state 
constitution was voted. By July of 
this year $366.15 had been given for 
a book truck. 


1946 was a record year for the li- 
brary. Our library joined forces 
with other libraries over the state in 
sponsoring and securing the adoption 
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of the library amendment that failed 
to pass in 1944—an amendment to 
the state constitution which would 
permit counties to vote in 1948 a tax 
for the support of their libraries. 
With the passage of this amendment 
our county made plans to vote the 
one-mill county library tax in 1948. 
Monette built a modern brick library 
with funds given by a former citizen 
and gifts from others over the coun- 
ty. The bookmobile fund was raised 
to $1500 and a Dodge panel truck to 
be used as a traveling library unit 
was ordered. The City Division was 
bequeathed $5,000 by Mr. M. P. 
Welch and plans were started for a 
memorial library in Jonesboro. The 
County Court had increased its ap- 
propriation for the library to $2400. 

1947 saw a dream come true when 
the book truck was put into opera- 
tion and all rural schools in the 
county were served either directly 
from it or from the community 
branch libraries at Lake City, Mo- 
nette and Nettleton. 


The outstanding achievement of 
1948 was the passage of the one-mill 
county library tax. The passage of 
this tax in addition to city tax pro- 
vided a more substantial budget, and 
the library has been able to improve 
its service. Our future goal is a 
modern adequate library headquar- 
ters building and improved school li- 
braries over the county. In the years 
since 1940 the library has grown from 
a collection of 300 books loaned to 
schools in boxes to a collection of 
19,000 volumes housed in the head- 
quarters library, three community 
branches, six school branches, two 
station libraries, and a book truck 
serving all schools and four towns 
without other library service. At the 
end of the fiscal year, June 30, 1949, 
the total annual circulation from 
headquarters library alone amounted 
to 39,430. 


Risser 
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FAULKNER-VAN BUREN REGIONAL LIBRARY 
By Mrs. Ernest Halter, Trustee 


Free public library service for Van 
Buren County became a reality on 
November 11, 1949, with the opening 
of the Clinton branch of the recently 
organized Faulkner-Van Buren Re- 
gional Library. The two counties will 
serve as a demonstration of regional 
library operation, directed by the 
State Library Commission and a 
board composed of members from 
both counties. 


The Clinton branch is housed in a 
room at the American Legion hut. 
Its shelves of books, reading tables 
and displays show how a community 
can transform bare walls and empty 
space to a miniature library if the 
desire for library service is sufficient- 
ly urgent. The building is well lo- 
cated, on the highway in a main part 
of the town. 


The Faulkner-Van Buren Region- 
al Library is an expansion of library 
development that grew from the 
ground up, in this area. It is a long 
story of slow but steady growth— 
from a modest beginning in June, 
1935, when a tiny E.R.A. library 
sponsored by the American Legion 
Auxiliary opened for business in a 
room in the old Faulkner County 
Court House at Conway with seven 
book shelves containing 637 donated 
books, two magazine racks with 
thirty-two magazines, a desk and two 
home-made tables to the present two- 
county regional organization, with 
13,000 volumes serving 38,398 people 
in the two counties. The two-county 
library will serve as a demonstration 
of the operation and benefits of a 
regional library unit, better service at 


the lowest possible cost being a 
major aim. Mrs. Dula Reid, Faulk- 
ner county librarian, will continue 
to head the staff with headquarters 
in Conway. Mrs. Kathryn George of 
Clinton will be in charge of the Clin- 
ton branch. 


The new Faulkner-Van Buren Re- 
gional Library staff, in cooperation 
with Arkansas State Teachers Col- 
lege librarians, the State Library 
Commission and State Department 
of Education, sponsored a school li- 
brary clinic at the State Vocational 
High School at Clinton, April 15th. 
Superintendents of practically all 
schools in the area, school librarians, 
and several student library assistants 
attended the all-day meeting. 


A talk by J. H. Wasson, supervisor 
of rural education in Arkansas, op- 
ened the program. Reminding his 
audience that the elementary schools 
were most lacking in adequate library 
facilities, Mr. Wasson spoke in prac- 
tical terms concerning the selection 
of useful books, their housing in the 
school plant, and the most effective 
use of the library in all school de- 
partments. He made a plea for con- 
sideration of the quality and suitabil- 
ity of books and other library sup- 
plies rather than overemphasis upon 
quantity. 


Miss Constance Mitchell, State 
Teachers College librarian, discussed 
library science courses now offered 
at the state colleges for the benefit 
of school librarians. She pointed 
out that these courses were to meet 
the immediate school needs of the 
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state and that further training of 
graduate rank was most desirable. 
She commended the high standards 
recently set up in the state for school 
libraries and librarians. 


Illustrative material for both talks 
consisted of book displays, current 
materials and library aids which had 
been arranged by the college and 
regional library staffs. 


11 


Luncheon at the school cafeteria 
was followed by a round table dis- 
cussion. 


Representatives of the Commission 
staff who attended were Miss Irene 
Mason, Miss Mary Louise Giraud and 
Mrs. Ann Muller. Mr. Sid B. Walk- 
er, superintendent of the Vocational 
High School, and Mrs. Margaretta 
Vacin, librarian, were hosts. 


A NEW LIBRARY FILM 


The A.L.A. announces the release 
of a new library film, Help Yourself*, 
produced by the Cambria Free Li- 
brary, Johnstown, Pennsylvania, and 
edited and narrated by Julian Bryan 
of the International Film Founda- 
tion. It tells the story of a steel- 
worker’s first visit to the library and 
of the use which can be made of the 
library by him, his family, and the 
citizens of the community. It shows 
the tools and services common to 
most libraries and in the language of 


*“Help Yourself: 16mm sound film in color; running time 23 minutes. 
$180, each print, prepaid. 


Library Association, 1950. 
anu schools.) 


the steelworker tells what is avail- 
able for use by people in all walks 
of life. 


According to reports it is a film 
that libraries can use in gaining fi- 
nancial support, in introducing the 
library to the general public and in 
interpreting its services to the com- 
munity at large. 


The Library Journal carried an in- 
teresting story about the film in its 
April 15 issue. 


American 


(10% discount to libraries 
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THE LIBRARY OF THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS' 


From 1879 until 1913 the Medical 
School existed without a central li- 
brary, reference material being scat- 
tered throughout the various depart- 
ments where it had been acquired 
through the generosity of the indi- 
vidual professors. In 1913 a gift of 
five hundred books and an appropria- 
tion stimulated the development of 
a library, for which space was pro- 
vided on the first floor of the west 
wing of the Old Capitol Building, 
and the material was made available 
generally. Prior to 1919 there is no 
record of a librarian having been 
employed, but in that year one was 
appointed. Since that time the li- 
brary has been in the hands of 
trained or experienced librarians. 


Under the administration of Mrs. 
Elizabeth Richardson, who remains 
on the staff as Reference Librarian, 
the library saw its greatest period of 
development. In spite of inadequate 
space, limited funds, little or no help, 
and many discouragements, Mrs. 
Richardson built up a _ substantial 
reference collection, and through her 
resourcefulness and devotion to her 
work, made the library increasingly 
useful to faculty, students and the 
medical profession throughout the 
state. During these years the library 
grew from one of modest size to con- 
siderable size, and now boasts of 
more than 21,500 bound volumes and 
nearly 500 periodicals, received either 
through subscription or gift. 


! 
Mrs. Elizabeth “Marsh 
University of Arkansas 
School of tedicine Library 
Little Rock, Arkansas 


During the early years of the li- 
brary’s existence, the contributions 
of the personal libraries of four mem- 
bers of the faculty, Drs. P. O. Hooper, 
Edwin and Carle Bentley, and Wil- 
liam Bathurst, greatly augmented 
the collection, adding many books of 
scientific or historical interest. Later, 
Dr. E. F. Ellis of Fayetteville donated 
a large part of his library and has 
continued to send bound volumes of 
several medical journals and books. 
Others also have contributed from 
time to time books and journals, often 
helping to fill in several of the in- 
complete journal files. 


The arrangement of a medical li- 
brary differs somewhat from that of 
a general library, especially in the 
treatment of the periodicals. These 
form the bulk of the collection and 
are in open stacks, readily accessible 
to all users of the library. Thus, as 
in the case of the majority of medical 
libraries, no attempt is made to clas- 
sify the periodical material; instead, 
it is arranged alphabetically by the 
title of the journals and shelved sep- 
arately from the classified books. 
This arrangement is found to work 
best where open stacks are involved. 
A separate shelf list is maintained 
also for the journals. In the library 
under discussion, an arbitrary date 
line has been chosen to separate the 
older journal material from the later; 
thus the bound journals for the last 
twenty years are to be found in the 
main reading room, while those prior 
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to this date are housed in the stacks. 
This arrangement makes readily 
available the more recent material, 
which is of greatest interest to the 
students, faculty and other members 
of the medical and allied professions. 


Monographs, textbooks and certain 
of the serial publications, largely an- 
nual ones, are classified. At the pres- 
ent time the books are being reclas- 
sified from the Dewey Decimal irto 
the Army Medical Library system. 
This latter system fits into the Li- 
brary of Congress one, making use 
of the section “QS - QZ” for the basic 
sciences, and of the letter “W” for 
the clinical material. For non-medi- 
cal material in related fields, such as 
general science, sociology, psychol- 
ogy, bibliography, and general ma- 
terial, the corresponding Library of 
Congress schedule is used. In the 
recataloging process the subject head- 
ings are being revised, using the 
“Quarterly Cumulative Index Medi- 
cus Subject Heading List” as the 
chief authority. For the present an 
arbitrary date line has been set for 
the reclassification, but it is planned 
eventually to reclassify the whole 
collection. 


An original pamphlet file has been 
started for the more or less ephe- 
meral material, such as that pub- 
lished by the various pharmaceutical 
houses. These are cataloged, author, 
subject and shelf cards being pre- 
pared for them. A separate acces- 
sion book and shelf list are main- 
tained for these pamphlets. They 
are housed in pamphlet drawers, ar- 
ranged alphabetically by the author. 
The use of such a file is rather yrat- 
ifying, for it does fulfill a need, espe- 
cially in regard to the more recent 
chemotherapeutic agents which are 
becoming so widely used. In this fiie 
are placed also reprints from journals 
which are not received in the library, 
as well as those on such burning 
questions as socialized medicine and 
birth control. 
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A liberal loan policy is maintained 
by the library, which permits all ex- 
cept purely reference material to cir- 
culate for varying periods to its bor- 
rowers. For the students the loan 
period is somewhat shorter for the 
more recent material than it is for 
the faculty and doctors. For mono- 
graphs and textbooks in greatest de- 
mand a reserve shelf is maintained, 
and these are allowed to circulate 
over-night only. As is the case in 
most specialized libraries, concessions 
have to be made from time to time in 
regard to the loan period, in order 
to facilitate research, as well as clin- 
ical practice. 


Reference is, of course, another 
vital service of the library, and this 
varies from the checking of a doc- 
tor’s address to knottier problems, 
such as finding material on some ob- 
scure or rare malady, medico-legal 
questions, or the latest material on 
some one of the newest chemothera- 
peutic agents. The reference libra- 
rian rarely has a dull moment. Inter- 
library loan, which is also a part of 
reference service, makes available 
the resources of the library to those 
living throughout the state, as well as 
to some out-of-state libraries ard 
their patrons. This latter service 
helps to build up pleasant relation- 
ships between the libraries in this 
area of the country, as well as to in- 
crease the usefulness of the library. 
Such relationships are maintained 
within the state with the General 
Library of the University, the Ark- 
ansas Library Commission, the Vet- 
erans Administration Hospitals at 
Fort Roots and Fayetteville, to men- 
tion a few. 


The library is, of course, one of 
the University libraries; however, it 
functions independently from the 
General Library. The librarian is re- 
sponsible directly to the library com- 
mittee, which is appointed from the 
medical school faculty by the dean. 
This committee is responsible for the 
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policy and management of the li- 
brary. However, monthly statistical 
reports on circulation, acquisitions, 
and cataloging, are made to the Di- 
rector of the Libraries at Fayetteville, 
as is the annual report at the end of 
the fiscal year. When necessary, the 
Director is consulted for advice or 
suggestions which will be of help in 
administering the library. 


The author feels that this library 
has a great future ahead of it, with 


The American Library Association 
is happy to announce an offer re- 
cently made by the Great Books 
Foundation, a non-profit corporation 
located at 59 East Monroe Street, 
Chicago 3, Illinois. The Foundation 
is prepared to offer up to twenty-five 
sets of the first year Great Books 
reading, in the Bantam edition, free 
of charge, to any public library (city 
or county) in communities with a 
population of from 5,000 to 10,000. 


Libraries wishing to accept this of- 
fer should notify the American Li- 
brary Association which will arrange 
with the Foundation for the shipment 
of the number of sets requested up 
to twenty-five, with appropriaie sup- 
plies of explanatory printed materials 
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the opportunity of being of even 
greater service to the medical profes- 
sion of the state. It is hoped by all 
interested that the future wiil bring 
adequate funds and space, so that 
the library can develop properly and 
fulfill its mission to the profession. 
In the building of the proposed medi- 
cal school, it is hoped that the archi- 
tects will give the library’s needs 
proper consideration and plan for 
adequate space with ample room for 
future expansion. 


GREAT BOOKS FOUNDATION WILLING TO HELP 


outlining the Great Books Program, 
methods of starting groups and stim- 
ulating interest in the Foundation’s 
Reading and Discussion Prograin. 


It is understood that libraries ac- 
cepting this offer of free books will 
use the books for loan purposes oniy 
and will make appropriate efforts to 
stimulate interest in the Great Books 
Program, to secure a meeting place 
for a local group or groups, and to 
make the explanatory material avail- 
able to the public. Cooperative pro- 
grams in a group of neighboring com- 
munities will be encouraged and will 
be eligible for the books. If a Foun- 
dation leader training program 1s 
held in the area serviced by such 
libraries, they will cooperate in help- 
ing to organize such a program. 





nS fon Lane ater ees 





ill 


ich 
lp- 





BILD R 
ee rR Ee 





ARKANSAS LIBRARIES 





SESQUICENTENNIAL 


THE WHITE HOUSE 
Washington 


April 13, 1950 


Dear Dr. Evans!: 


The passage of the first one hun- 
dred and fifty years of the Library 
of Congress, to be marked on April 
twenty-fourth, deserves the grateful 
attention of the American people and 
their government. It deserves this 
grateful attention because the history 
of the Library exemplifies the history 
of our American institutions; it is 
tangible evidence, not of endurance 
only, but of the strength, the energy, 
and the capacity for growth which 
our institutions have demonstrated 
so well. 


A steadfast servant of the Con- 
gress, the Library’s treasures of 
knowledge have been brought to 
bear in the shaping of the laws which 
govern the whole people and have 
great influence upon the world. With 
a spirit of service the Library has 
provided resources of study for Ex- 
ecutive agencies, and has thrown 
open its doors to scholars from every 
land, thus aiding in generous measure 


in the essential work of extending 
the boundaries of knowledge and new 
learning for the benefit of the whole 
of mankind. A partner of all libra- 
ries of whatever dimension and what- 
ever kind, it has shared with them its 
experience, its skills and its products. 
With them it has been an affirma- 
tion of the power of enlightenment. 
It has stoutly defended the freedom 
of the mind, and the right of the 
quiet voice of truth to be heard. 


Neither the Library’s collections, 
which numerically may exceed the 
collections of other repositories, nor 
its services, which some believe un- 
paralleled, could ever have been 
fashioned without the power of the 
principle of free inquiry and the sup- 
port of that principle by the people 
and the Congress. Once a few 
wagons transported the Library of 
Congress from Monticello to a 
burned-out Capitol. Remembering 
this I am confident that the spirit of 
Thomas Jefferson joins with me in 
congratulating tke American people 
upon their Library’s sesquicenten- 
nial. 


Very sincerely yours, 


(Signed) Harry S. Truman 


1 Library of Congress Information Bulletin: The President’s letter to Dr. Luther 


H. Evans, Librarian. 
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Remarks by Verner W. Clapp, Acting Librarian of Congress,’ 
at the ceremony in the Library of Congress marking the 
publication of the first volume of Jefferson 
papers, May 17, 1950. 


Just one hundred and fifty years 
ago last month, Thomas Jefferson, 
then President of the United States 
Senate, put his signature to the doc- 
ument which created the Library of 
Congress. A few months later, as 
President of the United States, he 
drew up with his own hand the cata- 
logue—or want-list, as librarians call 
it—on which the Library’s book pur- 
chasing program was based during its 


first few years; and he appointed not 
only the first but also the second 
Librarian of Congress. 


These were among but the earliest 
of a series of relationships between 
the Library and the third President 
which have resulted in an indelible 
impress of his personality upon this 
institution. The occasion which we 
celebrate here stems in a very real 
sense from these relationships. 


THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS ADDS MATERIAL? 
TO DISPLAY ON DISTRICT SESQUICENTENNIAL 


A supplementary exhibit of ma- 
terials illustrating the history of the 
District of Columbia was opened 
in the Library of Congress on Tues- 
day, June 20, in the South Gallery 
where the main District of Columbia 
Sesquicentennial Exhibition is now 
on view. 


This is the first in a series of 
supplementary exhibits to illustrate 
special topics in the history of the 
District of Columbia from 1790 to 
1850. 


This first supplementary exhibit 
will include architectural drawings, 
pictures of the Washington scene 
about 1840, early descriptions of the 
city, visitors’ and guide books, and 
material on local self-government. 
Among the drawings selected for dis- 
play are tinted designs for the Octa- 
gon House, and for Tudor Place in 
Georgetown, by Dr. William Thorn- 
ton, who drew plans for the Capitol. 
There is an entire set of tinted plans 
by Charles Bulfinch for the old Uni- 


tarian church on D. Street, N. W., 
between 5th and 6th Streets. 


One may also see Washington as it 
looked about 1840 in several small 
water colors attributed to a German 
artist, August Kollner. They depict 
the old steamboat wharf, the Ana- 
costia River, the Long Bridge, the 
Chain Bridge, the canal at George- 
town, and Pennsylvania Avenue at 
7th Street, N. W. In another case 
will appear the first published de- 
scription of Washington, in the Mary- 
land Journal and Baltimore Adver- 
tiser, September 30, 1791; a humor- 
ous review of the city in verse by the 
Irish poet, “Tom” Moore, who visited 
here in Mr. Jefferson’s administra- 
tion; and an account of Washington 
society in 1822 by George Watterston, 
the novelist, who served as Librarian 
of Congress from 1815 to 1829. 


How travelers reached the city and 
were accommodated will be shown 
by records of turnpike companies, 
livery advertisements, hack regula- 


1 Press release No. 675 from Information Office, The Library of Congress. 
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tions, diaries, guide books, and pic- 
tures of two famous hotels—the In- 
dian Queen or “Brown’s” and the 
National, on lower Pennsylvania Ave- 
nue, N. W. This section will also 
include the first Washington direc- 
tory, published by Judah Delano in 
1822, and the first guide book (1822), 
compiled by William Elliot. 


A printed journal to be shown de- 
scribes a school tour to Washington 
in 1826, conducted by Captain Alden 
Partridge, principal of a military 
academy in Middleton, Conn., and 
earlier superintendent of West Point. 
A page of Mrs. William Thornton’s 
diary for 1835 relates her going to 
see the “grand entree” of the B. & O. 
Railroad. The journal of Chancellor 
James Kent of New York recounts 
his visit to the Department of State 
in 1821, to see the original Declara- 
tion of Independence, which today is 
viewed each year by many thousands 
of later tourists, in the Shrine in the 
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Library of Congress. Each of these 
diaries will be included in the dis- 
play. 


Washingtonians in the early dec- 
ades chose their own municipal gov- 
ernment. That the elections were far 
from dull is obvious in several cam- 
paign posters, notably one of 1826, in 
which the supporters of R. C. Weight- 
man for Mayor are promised the 
favor of sleeping on the market- 
house benches in hot weather—and 
“May the curse of Dr. Slop light on 
all those who vote for Tom Carberry”. 
Other interesting items in the exhibit 
will include manuscript laws of the 
District of Columbia, 1818, manu- 
script “bye-laws” and ordinances of 
Georgetown, 1791-1816, an original 
muster roll of the militia, 1831, and 
Augustus B. Woodward’s Considera- 
tions on the Government of the Ter- 
ritory of Columbia, printed in 1801 
and advocating a popularly elected 
administration. 


2Press release No. 684 from Information Office, The Library of Congress, Wash- 


ington 25, D. C. 
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FLAG DAY, JUNE 14, IS OBSERVED IN 
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS EXHIBIT" 


A special exhibition in observance 
of Flag Day, Wednesday, June 14, 
opened on that date in the First 
Floor Exhibition Hall of the Library 
of Congress. It remained in place 
through Sunday, June 18. 


A highlight of the exhibit was 
the Louis J. Cist copy, in the hand- 
writing of Francis Scott Key, of the 
words of The Star Spangled Banner. 
This manuscript, dated 1840, of the 
poem which was made the National 
Anthem by an Act of Congress in 
1931, is from the collections of the 
Library’s Music Division. 


The sequence of events surround- 
ing the genesis of the National An- 
them has been told twice before by 
the Library in publications issued in 
1909 and 1914. The words were writ- 
ten by Key on the morning of Sep- 
tember 14, 1814, during the attack 
on Fort McHenry at Baltimore. A 
preliminary draft of the song was 
jotted down on the back of an old 
envelope as the battle was in pro- 
gress, and in a Baltimore tavern, the 
Indian Queen, that evening, Key 
completed the stanzas and wrote out 
the first full version of the poem. 


The song was released to the pub- 
lic a few days afterwards as a broad- 


side entitled The Defence of Fort 
M’Henry, and it was first published 
with music in the same year by 
Joseph Carr, the proprietor of a Bal- 
timore music store located at 36 Bal- 
timore Street. The tune of the song 
is that of an English glee-club song, 
To Anacreon in Heaven, which first 
appeared as text in a British song- 
ster of 1778. The exhibit will include 
a copy of the first printed edition of 
the National Anthem with both 
words and music. 


The autograph composition of John 
Philip Sousa’s The Stars and Stripes 
Forever, also from the manuscript 
collections of the Music Division, will 
be included in the exhibit. The Li- 
brary also will display the “Rough” 
Journal of the Continental Congress, 
April 14-July 23, 1777, opened to the 
resolution setting forth the design 
for the American flag as follows: “13 
stripes alternate red and white, that 
the Union be stars white in a blue 
field representing a new constella- 
tion.” Another document from the 
Papers of the Continental Congress 
to be shown is the manuscript oath 
of allegiance, signed by Thomas 
Hutchins, Geographer of the United 
States, on July 25, 1871, and sworn 
before Thomas McKean, Chief Jus- 
tice of Pennsylvania. 


1 Press release No. 683 from the Information Office, The Library of Congress. 
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ALA ROUND TABLE ON LIBRARY SERVICE 
ABROAD! 


The ALA Round Table on Library 
Service Abroad met in Chicago dur- 
ing the Midwinter session. Many 
librarians were present, both those 
who had served abroad and those 
who are interested in the interna- 
tional significance of library work 
throughout the world. Miss Mari- 
etta Daniels, Acting Librarian of the 
Pan-American Union, is chairman. 


The objectives of the Round Table 
are “to provide an opportunity for 
the general membership of the Amer- 
ican Library Association to discuss 
the problems involved, to participate 
in activities that will strengthen li- 
brary service in the international 
field, and to offer to the Internation- 
al Relations Board the assistance of 
an organized group of experienced li- 
brarians interested in and willing to 
work toward the extension and im- 
provement of libraries outside the 
United States as well as within its 
borders.” 


In order to fully assist in the ful- 
fillment of these objectives it be- 
comes necessary to have a complete 
list of all librarians interested. Mr. 
Verner Clapp, Acting Chairman of 
the Round Table’s Exchange of Per- 
sonnel and Publications, has recom- 
mended a revision of the 1944 ALA 
Roster of Librarians for Library Ser- 
vice Abroad. A preliminary ques- 
tionnaire is now being circulated, but 
in order to make this revised roster 
as complete as possible it is necessary 
for anyone interested to contact Mr. 
Clapp, % the Library of Congress, 
Washington, D. C., immediately. Ad- 
dressing him, please indicate whether 


or not you are a member of the 
Round Table. 


Membership dues are one dollar 
($1.00) for all ALA members, and 
payable to Katherine Shorey, Martin 
Memorial Library, York, Pennsyl- 
vania. It might be noted that mem- 
bership is not limited to those libra- 
rians who want to work abroad, for 
there is much to do in this country. 


An article by Miss Anne Marinelli 
which appeared in the October, 1949, 
issue of COLLEGE AND RESEARCH 
LIBRARIES entitled “Librarianship 
from an International Point of View” 
summarizes the activities of the 
Round Table. Space does not per- 
mit a full and adequate summary of 
the article in this notice. It is re- 
ferred to here as background for an 
understanding of the scope and ac- 
tivities of the Round Table at this 
time. 


It should be noted as well that this 
special edition of the periodical in- 
cludes 16 papers on library service 
abroad. Mrs. Helen Wessells has 
written on U. S. Libraries Around 
the World; Miss Marietta Daniels, 
Arthur McAnally, and Ralph Shaw 
on Latin American Libraries; and 
Robert Downs on the new Japanese 
National Library. The entire globe 
is covered with other contributions. 
The first interim report of the joint 
UNESCO/LC bibliographic control 
study is included. The latter now 
has been fully completed and is be- 
ing translated into Spanish and 
French for world-wide use. It is 
hoped that librarians interested will 
contact Mr. Clapp. 


1 Notice included in a letter received by the President of our State Library Associa- 


tion. 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR LIBRARY WORK ABROAD 


General study abroad. A descrip- 
tion of over 21,000 opportunities for 
study, employment, observation and 
research abroad under grants from 
governments, international govern- 
mental and non-governmental organ- 
izations is given in Study Abroad, 
v. 2, published late in 1949 by 
UNESCO. A Supplement to it has 
been recently issued and it includes 
fellowships, scholarships, educational 
exchange, with detailed information 
on vacation study courses, seminars, 
international study tours, camps and 
youth centers. This set may be 
found in libraries, or can be purchased 
in the United States from the Colum- 
bia University Press, 2960 Broadway, 
New York 27, N. Y., for $1.75. 


Roster of Librarians for Library 
Service Abroad. A roster of libra- 
rians interested and qualified for 
foreign service abroad was compiled 
some years ago under the auspices of 
the International Relations Board of 
the American Library Association. 
Because requests for the use of this 
roster are still made from time to 
time by Federal and other agencies, 
the ALA Round Table on Library 
Service Abroad is now undertaking 
a revision of it. Inquiries may be 
forwarded to Miss Anne V. Marinelli, 
Room 132A. 


A number of Federal agencies em- 
ploy librarians for service abroad. 
Among these are: 


The Department of State employs 
librarians in its information li- 
braries and in reading rooms in 
foreign countries. It also main- 
tains cultural centers in the 
Latin American Republic on a 
grant basis. Inquiries should be 
addressed to the Division of Li- 
braries and Institutes, Depart- 
ment of State, Washington 25, 
D.C 


1 Appendix to the Library of Congress Information Bulletin, June 26, 1950. 


The Department of the Army em- 
ploys female librarians for post 
library positions under the Spe- 
cial Services Division in all over- 
seas commands where U. S. 
Army troops are stationed. Li- 
brarians, male and female, are 
employed by the Army’s Re- 
orientation Branch to operate In- 
formation Center libraries in Ja- 
pan and Austria. Applications 
for both types of service should 
be addressed to the Overseas 
Affairs Branch, Civilian Person- 
nel Division, Office of the Secre- 
tary of the Army, Department of 
the Army, Washington 25, D. C. 


Other exchanges under the De- 
partment of State. The Department 
of State operates certain other pro- 
grams involving exchange of persons, 
including exchanges under the U. S. 
Information and Educational Ex- 
change Act of 1948 (Public Law 402, 
80th Congress), and the exchange 
with Finland under Public Law 265, 
81st Congress. Requests for informa- 
tion should be addressed to the Di- 
vision of Exchange of Persons, U. S. 
Department of State, Washington 25, 
D. C. Other opportunities may exist 
as part of the Foreign Economic As- 
sistance Act of 1950 (Public Law 535, 
81st Congress), but due to its recency 
the program as yet is not in opera- 
tion. 


Library work in Great Britain. 
The following quotations are made 
from the pamphlet Prospects of Em- 
ployment in British Libraries for the 
Overseas Librarian (The Library As- 
sociation, Chaucer House, Malet 
Place, London, W. C. L., 1949), which 
also contains much useful informa- 
tion regarding living conditions, etc.: 


Part-time Employment. To obtain 
employment as “student em- 
ployees” ... Ministry of Labour 
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permits are granted on two con- 
ditions: 


(i) That he/she shall be super- 
numerary to the normal 
establishment of the Library 


(ii) That he/she shall not be 
gainfully employed but shall 
only receive pocket money or 
at most a maintenance al- 
lowance ... 


Full-time Employment... Ministry 
of Labour permits are given only 
if it can be shown that the for- 
eign librarian has some special- 
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ized knowledge or qualifications 
and/or that no suitable British 
employee or long-resident alien 
is available . . 


The pamphlet states that the pro- 
visions regarding part-time employ- 
ment may be waived in the case of 
exchanges of employees arranged be- 
tween a British library and a foreign 
library; that present conditions make 
exchanges very difficult of arrange- 
ment, but that the Library Associa- 
tion is prepared to assist such ex- 
changes by putting interested parties 
in touch with each other. 


SURVEY OF FEDERAL POLICIES ON NATURAL 
RESOURCES AVAILABLE IN LIBRARY’S PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS BULLETIN’ 


A survey of past programs and pol- 
icies of the Federal Government in 
the field of natural resources and of 
the major problems connected with 
it is contained in a Library of Con- 
gress publication, now available, en- 
titled Natural Resources Activity of 
the Federal Government. This is No. 
76 in the Public Affairs Bulletin 
series of the Legislative Reference 
Service. 


The natural resources policy of the 
Federal Government has been under 
constant scrutiny during recent years 
and important legislation in this field 
has been introduced in Congress. 


1 Press release No. 687 from Information Office, The Library of Congress. 


This survey was prepared by J. R. 
Mahoney, Senior Specialist in Natur- 
al Resources in the Legislative Ref- 
erence Service, while he was on loan 
to the Hoover Commission. It was 
not included among the published 
documents of the Commission be- 
cause of the cost of printing, but has 
now been inexpensively produced in 
multilithed form by the Library be- 
cause of its interest to Congress. 


Public Affairs Bulletin No. 76 is 
available from the Card Division, The 
Library of Congress, Washington 25, 
D. C., at $1.70 a copy. It comprises 
249 pages. 
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS AWARDED CONTRACT 
TO PUBLISH LIBRARY OF CONGRESS SERIES IN 
AMERICAN CIVILIZATION’? 


The Library of Congress Series in 
American Civilization, a series of 15 
extended essays dealing with various 
aspects of civilization in the twen- 
tieth century, will be published by 
the Harvard University Press, it was 
announced at the Library recently. 
The preparation of the series is being 
sponsored by the Library of Congress 
with the support of the Rockefeller 
Foundation. 


Invitations to bid on the contract 
for publication of the series were sub- 
mitted recently to 13 publishers who 
had evinced interest in receiving such 
an invitation after the series was an- 
nounced by the Library in 1948. 
Competing publishers were asked to 
present evidence which would satis- 
fy the Library as to previous expe- 
rience in publishing and distributing 
similar series and as to their demon- 
strated ability to reach a wide audi- 
ence with the volumes. Among the 
publishers who satisfied the Library 
on this score, the one to be awarded 
the contract was to be selected on 
the basis of the highest offer of roy- 
alties to the authors of the volumes. 
Since two publishers who had satis- 
fied the Library requirements sub- 
mitted identical bids, the selection 
was decided by drawing lots in the 
presence of representatives of both 
organizations. Harvard University 
Press won the contract in the draw- 
ing. 

To date, authors have been selected 
for 12 of the 15 volumes planned. 
They are as follows: 


The American people in the 
twentieth century—Oscar Handlin, 
Harvard University. 


The American Home in the twen- 
tieth century—John Sirjimaki, Yale 
University. 


Business enterprise in the twen- 
tieth century— Thomas Cochran, 
New York University. 


The American Farmer in the 
twentieth century—Lowry Nelson, 
University of Minnesota. 


The labor movement in the twen- 
tieth century—Henry David, 
Queens College. 


American democracy and nation- 
alism in the twentieth century— 
Ralph Henry Gabriel, Yale Univer- 
sity. 

American literature and literary 
criticism—Willard Thorp, Prince- 
ton University. 


Revolution and tradition in mod- 
ern American art—John I. H. Baur, 
Brooklyn Museum. 


American education in the twen- 
tieth century—Lewis Paul Todd. 


The revolution in the dissemina- 
tion and discussion of the news— 
Frank Luther Mott, University of 
Missouri. 


American scholarship in western 
civilization—Merle Curti, Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin. 


Religion in twentieth century 
America—Herbert Schneider, Co- 
lumbia University. 


Each volume is intended to present 
a synthesis of the historical back- 
ground, with emphasis on the recent 
background, and an analysis of the 
achievements of the American people 


1 Press release No. 673 from Information Office, The Library of Congress, Wash- 


ington 25, D. C. 
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in that aspect of our civilization with 
which it deals. Where appropriate 
the volumes will present and discuss 


the contemporary problems confront- 
ing our people. In general the series 
will attempt a survey of American 
civilization as it exists in the middle 
of the twentieth century. The vol- 
umes will be directed toward the in- 
telligent lay reader and with that 
audience in mind they will avoid 
technical language and will not re- 
quire a professional understanding 
of any of the various disciplines of 
learning. In view of the very great 
emphasis on the problems of our 
civilization in American universities, 
it is assumed that these volumes will 
make an especial appeal to university 
audiences. The volumes are not to 
be detailed monographs but rather 
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extended essays of from 75,000 to 
100,000 words each. A number of 
the volumes are well under way. 


The editor of the Series is Ralph 
Henry Gabriel, Professor of History 
at Yale University. An _ editorial 
committee consisting of Julian Parks 
Boyd, Librarian of Princeton Univer- 
sity; Merle Curti, of the University 
of Wisconsin; Harlow Shapley, of 
Harvard University; Richard Harri- 
son Shryock, of the University of 
Pennsylvania; Donald Ramsey Young, 
General Director of the Russell Sage 
Foundation, and Allen Tate, author 
and editor, has agreed to assist Mr. 
Gabriel with the editorial problems 
which may arise. It is hoped that ail 
15 of the manuscripts will be com- 
pleted and most of them published 
by 1955. 
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NEWS NOTES 


A weekly “Listening Hour” has 
been recently inaugurated as a pro- 
ject of the new Clinton branch li- 
brary. Mrs. Kathryn George is in 
charge. 


Thirty-five juniors and _ seniors 
from Mineral Springs High School 
made a tour of the Southwest Ark- 
ansas Library on Monday morning. 
Miss Mary Dowdle, English teacher 
and librarian, sponsored the group. 
The students heard a thirty-minute 
lecture by Miss Isabel Wynn, region- 
al librarian. They chose books to 
take back to their school library and 
selected others which will be sent to 
the Mineral Springs library. 


Ceremonies in dedication of the 
Myrthel Cate Memorial Library were 
conducted at the Benton primary 
school recently when the “library”— 
a glass-enclosed case finished in light 
oak—constructed by Ernest Ward, 
was presented to the school by Mrs. 
John V. Cramer in behalf of the Pri- 
mary Mothers’ Club. Mrs. Angie 
Grant, principal, accepted the gift in 
the name of the school. A bronze 
name plate inscribed “Myrthel Cate 
Memorial Library” was presented 
and affixed to the case by Mrs. Hu- 
bert Blakely in behalf of the Benton 
P. T. A. Dedication was concluded 
with a prayer by Howard Perrin, su- 
perintendent of schools. 


Miss Irene Mason, state librarian, 
spoke at a meeting of the Missouri 
Library Association in Jefferson City, 
Missouri, on April 30. Her topic was 
our county and regional library set- 
up, which has received recognition. 
Under the Arkansas plan, two or 
more counties establish a library to 
serve more than one county. 


Miss Phena Daniel, librarian at 
Whitehall-Plainview High School, 
has been designated as one of eight 
representatives from Arkansas _ to 


participate in the National Confer- 
ence of Teacher Education and Pro- 
fessional Standards at Indiana Uni- 
versity, June 27, 28 and 29. 


Miss Daniel, a graduate of Hender- 
son State Teachers College, Arkadel- 
phia, will attend the Bloomington, 
Ill., conference, sponsored by the 
National Education Association, un- 
der subsidy of the Arkansas Educa- 
tion Association. 


Conway-Perry County Regional Li- 
brary has opened two new book sta- 
tions, one at Lanty in the home of 
Mrs. L. E. McClaren, and the other 
at Center Ridge in the home of Mrs. 
Fred Mason. Arrangements have also 
been made for three other stations. 
Book stations at Plumerville and 
Jerusalem have already been in op- 
eration for several months. The Con- 
way-Perry County Regional Library 
has Miss Anamarie Johnson as libra- 
rian and Mrs. Mae Cruce as assistant 
librarian. 


The Newport Service League is 
sponsoring a Shakespearean Hour 
each week on Thursday morning at 
10 o’clock. The group reads one or 
more acts of a given play at each 
meeting. Plans are being made for 
the group to attend a Shakespearean 
play in Little Rock in the fall and to 
have dinner there preceding the per- 
formance. 


Another branch deposit station has 
been opened by the Independence- 
Cleburne Regional Library in Quit- 
man. The station is located in Wil- 
liams Beauty Shop and Miss Vernell 
Williams will be in charge. Books 
will be available each day during the 
week. 


A Film Strip Library for the 
schools of Lafayette County has been 
established in the County Supervis- 
or’s office. A considerable number 
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of film strips has been received from 
the State Department of Education. 
Teachers are already making use of 
these film strips in their classes. It 
is hoped that more film strips may 
be added to the Library next year. 


The W. A. Billingsley Memorial 
Library was formally opened to the 
public with dedication ceremonies 
which took place on April 30th at 
Newport. The present library is an 
outgrowth of the plans of Mr. and 

‘vs. Billingsley to contribute some- 
thing constructive for the benefit of 
Jackson county young people and 
children. After the death of her hus- 
band, Mrs. Billingsley decided to 
carry through his wishes and made 
it possible for Jackson county to have 
a fitting library building with the 
necessary furnishings and accoutre- 
ments. During the ceremony a brief 
history of the Jackson County Li- 
brary included mention of the first 
few dozen books housed in the crypt 
of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in 
Newport. From this beginning, the 
Jackson County Library has grown 
and expanded into a strong and 
permanent institution. Mrs. Billings- 
ley presented the keys of the building 
to Mrs. Jessie Bach, librarian. The 
structure is a buff-colored brick of 
modern design with large reading 
room, a workroom for crafts and 
study and a tower room for confer- 
ences and book reviews. 


During the first week in May, the 
Lonoke Home Demonstration Club 
launched a drive for children’s books 
to be added to the Lonoke County 
Library. A house-to-house canvass 
was made by club members in order 
to secure books for children of all 
ages or donations for the purchase of 
books. Mrs. Hubert Fawcett, club 
president, emphasized the great need 
of the library for children’s books 
and stated that donations would be 
greatly appreciated. 
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When Mrs. Rece Saxon Price and 
her sister, Mrs. Esta Saxon Butler, 
Little Rock vocalists, appeared on the 
program at the Library Fund-Raising 
banquet May 4th in the Mississippi 
County Library auditorium at Osce- 
ola, it marked their first joint recital 
since 1939. The banquet was an event 
planned to meet the annual payment 
of the new library. 


Redecoraticn of the interior of the 
White County Public Library has 
been made possible through the ef- 
forts of the Beta Sigma Phi sorority 
with Mrs. Charles Hilger chairman 
of the committee making the arrange- 
ments. 


The Helena Library Association 
held its 62nd annual meeting Tues- 
day, May 2, in the Phillips County 
Museum. Mrs. W. G. Dinning, pres- 
ident of the association, made the 
welcome address. Miss Lucy San- 
ders, librarian, read the minutes and 
gave a report of the year’s work 
which showed a healthy growth of 
the library during the last year. A 
group of young people presented the 
program, with Cad Polk III, who 
spoke on “World Affairs”, as master 
of ceremonies. At the close of the 
program, a social hour was held and 
members of the board served punch 
and cookies. 


The Phillips County Library has as 
its project book service to hospital 
patients. The library is buying a 
number of pocketbooks and at the 
same time is asking for contributions 
of those books that people in Helena 
have read and would be willing to 
donate. 


“How We Use the Library in Our 
School”, was the principal topic for 
discussion at the April faculty meet- 
ing of Hamburg School. It was re- 
vealed during this meeting that an 
average of five reference books per 
period or thirty books per school day 
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was supplied by the school library 
for student use. In addition to the 
reference material, Hamburg stu- 
dents read an average of 600 fiction 
and non-fiction books each month 
from the library. Students read 60 
periodicals each school day. The li- 
brary receives two daily papers, one 
weekly and exchanges of school pa- 
pers throughout the state which are 
thoroughly read. Mrs. Hogan Eth- 
eridge, school librarian, and Mrs. 


M. O. Barnett, elementary principal, 
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were in charge of the April discus- 
sion in which sixteen teachers took 
part. Every department of the high 
school and elementary school curricu- 
lum were represented in showing how 
books, other than texts, can be used 
in teaching and learning. 


Jackie Poe is a member of our 
summer staff at the Commission, and 
she will work through the month of 
August. Jackie plans to return to 
Little Rock Junior College this fall, 
where she will be a sophomore. 





